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High Quality Inclusion: 
Practices that Promote Access, 

Participation, and  Supports 



Where do you go 
for good 
information? 



What do we mean 
by evidence-based 

practices? 



identifying 
specific 
research-based 
practices that have 

been validated through a 
rigorous review process 

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005 



A decision-
making process 
that integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values 
 

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006 



Early Childhood 
Inclusion: A Joint 

Position 
Statement of DEC 

and NAEYC 



Definition 

 Early childhood inclusion embodies the values, policies, and 
practices that support the right of every infant and young 
child and his or her family, regardless of ability, to participate 
in a broad range of activities and contexts as full members of 
families, communities, and society. The desired results of 
inclusive experiences for children with and without disabilities 
and their families include a sense of belonging and 
membership, positive social relationships and friendships, and 
development and learning to reach their full potential. The 
defining features of inclusion that can be used to identify high 
quality early childhood programs and services are access, 
participation, and supports. 



Defining Features 

 Access – means providing a 
wide range of activities and 
environments for every 
child by removing physical 
barriers and offering 
multiple ways to promote 
learning and development. 



Defining Features 

 Participation – means using a range of instructional 
approaches to promote engagement in play and learning 
activities, and a sense of belonging for every child. 



Defining Features 

 Supports – refer to broader aspects of the system such as 
professional development, incentives for inclusion, and 
opportunities for communication and collaboration among 
families and professionals to assure high quality inclusion. 



http://community.fpg.unc.edu/resources/articles/Early_Childhood_Inclusion 
 

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/resources/articles/Early_Childhood_Inclusion


What do you 

see? 

Access Participation Supports 

 

 

 

 

What would 

you like to 

see? 

Access 

 

Participation Supports 

 

 

 

 

 





  

A new 
resource 



  

A new 
resource 



Practices That Support ACCESS 

  

 Universal Design/Universal 
Design for Learning 

  

 





Practices That Support ACCESS 

  

 Assistive Technology 

 

 



http://tnt.asu.edu/ 

http://tnt.asu.edu/


Video 5.12: Eating at Boston Market 

 

 

 

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-
modules/resources/videos/video-5-12 
 

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/resources/videos/video-5-12
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/resources/videos/video-5-12
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http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/resources/videos/video-5-12
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/resources/videos/video-5-12
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CONNECT 
The Center to Mobilize Early Childhood Knowledge 

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/index.htm 
 

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/index.htm
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/index.htm
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/index.htm


Tiered Approaches 

Social emotional 

Academic practices  

Spanish translation of Modules 5-8  

 

 

COMING SOON 

Now Available 
Module 1: Embedded Interventions (English & Spanish) 

Module 2: Transition (English & Spanish) 

Module 3: Communication for Collaboration (English & Spanish) 

Module 4:  Family-Professional Partnerships (English & Spanish) 

Module 5: Assistive Technology Interventions 

Module 6: Dialogic Reading Practices 
 



Practices That Support PARTICIPATION: Embedded 
Instruction and Other Naturalistic Interventions 

  

  

•Embedded Learning Opportunities videos 
 
•Embedded Learning Opportunities resources (PowerPoints, 
presenter notes, handouts) 

http://depts.washington.edu/hscenter/elo
http://depts.washington.edu/hscenter/elo


CONNECT Module 1: Video 1.12 

  

  

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/resources/videos/video-1-12


Practices That Support PARTICIPATION: 
Scaffolding Strategies 

  

  

  

 





Song of our Children 

  

  

  

 



Practices That Support PARTICIPATION: Tiered 
Models of Instruction/Intervention 

   

 

Center for 
Response to 
Intervention 

in Early 
Childhood 

Resources on 
Response to 
Intervention 

http://www.crtiec.org/
http://www.crtiec.org/
http://www.crtiec.org/
http://www.crtiec.org/
http://www.crtiec.org/
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/resources/articles/files/Resources-RTI-1-2011.pdf
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/resources/articles/files/Resources-RTI-1-2011.pdf
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/resources/articles/files/Resources-RTI-1-2011.pdf


Practices Relating to Systems-Level SUPPORTS 

 Professional Development 

 Models of Collaboration 

 Family-Professional Collaboration 



Are these resources 
you could use in 

your work? 
Suggestions? 
Resources? 

What do you 
think about 

the next 
steps? 

So what 
do you 
think? 


